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WELCOME 
  

Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
THE MASS 

 
At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples. 

 
 
 

We extend a warm to the Schola Cantorum of St Aloysuis’ 
College, Glasgow, who lead the music at today’s Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 11.00am Sunday Mass will be recorded and live-streamed.  The recording will be 
shown live on YouTube, and a copy of the recording will be available on this platform.  
Should you wish not to be filmed, please speak to Cathedral Security or one of the 
Stewards, who will direct you to a seat in the West Gallery.  For more details, please 
email dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  

mailto:dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 
 
1 Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
Holy, Holy, Holy!  Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
2 Holy, Holy, Holy! all the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and Seraphim falling down before thee, 
Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 
3 Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
4 Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky and sea; 
Holy, Holy, Holy!  Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
GREETING  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
R. And with your spirit.  
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PENITENTIAL RITE  all join in saying  
I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned  
in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 
GLORIA  Mass of St Aloysius - Keith Roberts (b1972) 
 
COLLECT 

God our Father, who by sending into the world 
the Word of truth and the Spirit of sanctification 
made known to the human race your wondrous mystery, 
grant us, we pray, that in professing the true faith, 
we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory 
and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the book of Exodus 34:4b-6,8-9 

In those days: Moses rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord 
had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone.  The Lord descended in 
the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord.  The Lord 
passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.’ 
 
And Moses quickly bowed his head towards the earth and worshipped.  And he said, ‘If 
now I have found favour in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, 
for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your 
inheritance.’ 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Daniel 3  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 

You are blest, Lord God of our fathers. 
Blest your glorious holy name.  R. 
 
You are blest in the temple of your glory. 
You are blest on the throne of your kingdom.  R. 
 
You are blest who gaze into the depths.  
You are blest in the firmament of heaven.  R. 

 
SECOND READING  from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 13:11-14  

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice.  Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.  All the saints greet you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   all join in singing the Gospel Acclamation after the Choir and again 
after the verse 

  

                  l- le- lu- ia,      al- le-lu- ia,       al- le- lu- ia. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
the God who is, who was, and who is to come. 

 
GOSPEL  

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 3:16-18 
R. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
After the Gospel, all sing the Gospel Acclamation. 
 

HOMILY    
 

VI 

A 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH  all join in saying 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL   

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral or please use the 

QR codes at the back of the booklet, meanwhile the Choir sings 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near, 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return, 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till Thou inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
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Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

Malcolm Archer (b1952) 

 
The Celebrant says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Sanctify by the invocation of your name, 
we pray, O Lord our God, 
this oblation of your service, 
and by it make of us an eternal offering to you. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right and just. 
 
 
SANCTUS  the Choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass of St Aloysius 
Keith Roberts 
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 
 

 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI  the Choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Grant us peace. 

Mass of St Aloysius 
Keith Roberts 

 
Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
 
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 
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COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  
Богородице Дево, радуйся, 
благодатная Марие, Господь с 
тобою. 
Благословена ты в женах, 
и благословен плод чрева твоего, 
яко Спаса родила еси душ наших. 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, 
Mary full of grace, the Lord is with Thee. 
Blessed art Thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of Thy womb, 
for Thou hast borne the Saviour of our 
souls. 

Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) 
 
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If our God our Father be. 

 
2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 

All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Self denying, death defying, 
Thou to Calvary didst go. 

 
3 Spirit of our God, descending, 

Fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
Nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May receiving this Sacrament, O Lord our God, 
bring us health of body and soul, 
as we confess your eternal holy Trinity 
and undivided Unity. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING RITE 
 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
May almighty God bless you:  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Acclamations (Suite médiévale) - Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 
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The Schola Cantorum is one of four choirs which make up the Schola programme of St 
Aloysius’ College.  They sing Liturgies both at the College and some Sundays in St 
Aloysius Church.  This year, they have sung Evensong in St George’s Chapel, Windsor 
and on the Altar of the Chair in St Peter’s Basilica, Rome.  They also sang Morning 
Worship for BBC Radio 4 in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECRUITMENT OF BOY AND GIRL CHORISTERS 2026 
If your child is in Years 2–5 and enjoys singing, joining our Cathedral Choir is a unique 
opportunity to learn, grow in confidence, and make new friends.  Choristers receive a 
fully funded high-quality musical education and take part in services and performances in 
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. 
 
Find out more and register your interest here: https://liverpoolmetrocathedral.us8.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=7578a4f8bc41ae198517aea33&id=34918afeaf 
 
or scan the QR code below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://liverpoolmetrocathedral.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7578a4f8bc41ae198517aea33&id=34918afeaf
https://liverpoolmetrocathedral.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7578a4f8bc41ae198517aea33&id=34918afeaf
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If you are concerned about the safety of a child or vulnerable adult and feel they are in 

immediate danger, please call the police.  If you wish to report any non-urgent concerns, 
please contact your local social services or our safeguarding team direct at 

 
 
 
 
 

or Mark Robson 0151 522 1013 / 07585761965 Claire Newton 0151 522 1043 / 07384643237 
or safeguarding@rcaol.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave.  Please use the handrails provided on 
either side of the steps, and avoid walking down the middle section. 
 
 
Support Us 
We are deeply grateful for the support we receive from our congregation and visitors. 
Please consider making a donation in the following ways: 

• Donate £5, £10 or £20 through our ‘tap and go’ machines. 

• Text the word METROCATHEDRAL to 70460 to donate £5, or simply scan the QR codes 
below to make a donation of £5 or £10. 

        
£5        £10    

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message, and you’ll 
be opting into hearing more from us.  If you would like to donate but don’t wish to hear 
more from us, please text METROCATHEDRALNOINFO instead. 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaol.org.uk
http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

