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WELCOME 
  

Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
THE MASS 

 
At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and blood, 
soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 11.00am Sunday Mass will be recorded and live-streamed.  The recording will be 
shown live on YouTube, and a copy of the recording will be available on this platform.  
Should you wish not to be filmed, please speak to Cathedral Security or one of the 
Stewards, who will direct you to a seat in the West Gallery.  For more details, please email 
dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  

mailto:dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 

1 God, in the planning and purpose of life, 
Hallowed the union of husband and wife:  
This we embody where love is displayed,  
Rings are presented and promises made.  

 
2 Jesus was found, at a similar feast,  

Taking the roles of both waiter and priest,  
Turning the worldly towards the divine,  
Tears into laughter and water to wine.  

 
3 Therefore we pray that his spirit preside 

Over all weddings of bridegroom and bride,  
Fulfilling all that they've hoped will come true,  
Lighting with love all they dream of and do.  

 
4 Praise then the Maker, the Spirit, the Son,  

Source of the love through which two are made one.  
God's is the glory, the goodness and grace 
Seen in a marriage and known in this place. 

 
INTROIT  the Choir sings  

Venite, adoremus Deum, 
et procidamus ante Dominum: 
ploremus ante eum, qui fecit nos: 
quia ipse est Dominus Deus noster. 

Come, let us worship the Lord. 
Let us bow down in the presence 
of our maker, 
For he is the Lord our God. 

Gregorian Chant 
 
GREETING  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
Peace be with you. 
R. And with your spirit.  

 
PENITENTIAL RITE  all join in saying 

I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  
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therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  
 

GLORIA  Missa Brevis in B flat - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
 
COLLECT 

Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, 
that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 
they may be defended always by your protection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the prophet Isaiah 58:6-10 

Thus says the Lord: Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to 
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  Is it 
not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
 
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 
 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’  If 
you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking 
wickedness, if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 
then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 111  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 
He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 
he is generous, merciful and just. 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour.  R. 
 
The just man will never waver: 
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.  R. 
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With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 
open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory.  R. 

 
SECOND READING  from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 2:1-5 

I, when I came to you, brothers and sisters, did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and in fear and 
much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing the Gospel Acclamation after the Choir and again 

after the verse 

 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 
anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 
 

GOSPEL  
The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:13-16 
R. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost 
its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything except to 
be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 
 
‘You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
After the Gospel, all sing the Gospel Acclamation. 

 
HOMILY  Archbishop Sherrington 

 
RENEWAL OF VOWS  all stand, as the Archbishop invites married couples to face each other, 

(hold hands) and renew the promise that they made to each other on their wedding day 
Remembering the celebration at which you joined your lives in an unbreakable bond through 
the Sacrament of Matrimony, you now have an opportunity to renew before the Lord the 
promises you made to one another.  Turn to the Lord in prayer, that these vows may be 
strengthened by divine grace.  



 6 

 
Husbands 
Today I renew the choice I made to take you to be my lawful wedded wife.  
To have and to hold, for better or for worse, 
for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health,  
to love and to cherish till death do us part. 
 
Wives 
Today I renew the choice I made to take you to be my lawful wedded husband. 
To have and to hold, for better or for worse, 
for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health,  
to love and to cherish till death do us part. 
 
Together 
May God strengthen the love we have. 
May our bond of love be strong enough 
to keep us true to our pledge, 
so that our lives may be filled 
with the deep joy and peace 
which the God of love gives 
to those who are faithful to him. 
 
The Archbishop says 
You have renewed your wedding vows 
in the presence of the Lord and this community. 
May the Lord in his goodness 
deepen your commitment to one another, 
and fill you both with his blessing 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH   all join in saying 
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  the Archbishop begins 
We bring our prayers before God our Father, in the knowledge that he deeply cares for 
our needs, and for the needs of all creation. 
 
A Reader continues 
For the newly married, those preparing for marriage and those celebrating a special 
anniversary of commitment during 2026.  May their relationships continue to be blessed 
by the love which flows between the persons of the Blessed Trinity. 
Lord in your mercy.  R. Hear our prayer. 
 
For an increased awareness of marriage and family spirituality across our archdiocese 
and a growing recognition of the holiness of home. 
Lord in your mercy.  R. Hear our prayer. 
 
For the widowed and the bereaved struggling with the loss of their beloved one.  May 
they know God's peace deep within their hearts and be supported by the love of family 
and friends. 
Lord in your mercy.  R. Hear our prayer. 
 
For families struggling with their relationships, divorce, separation, and the issues of our 
time - unemployment, poverty, hunger, time pressures and addictive behaviours.  May 
they be supported, loved and cared for and given the strength to live a life of faith, hope 
and love. 
Lord in your mercy.  R. Hear our prayer. 
 
For those who are committed to loving relationships within extended families and all who 
live in community.  May the inclusive love of God embrace them and inspire them to give 
generously of themselves. 
Lord in your mercy.  R. Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us call on the intercession of Our Lady who understands the many needs and 
challenges of family life.  
Hail Mary... 
 
The Archbishop concludes 
Loving Father, your Son Jesus gave the gift of marriage to your church as a sign of your 
love.  We ask you now to hear these prayers we offer you through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral or please use the 
QR codes at the back of the booklet, meanwhile the Choir sings ‘Cherubric Hymn’ 
Qui cherubim mystice imitamur et vivifice 
Trinitati ter sanctum hymnum offerimus, 
omnem et singulatim nunc sollicitudinem 
mundanam deponamus; sicut regem 
omnium suscepturi, cui ab angelicis 
ordinibus invisibiliter ministratur. 
Alleluia. 

Let us, who mystically represent the 
cherubim and sing the thrice-holy 
hymn to the life-giving Trinity, now lay 
aside all earthly cares one by one, that 
we may receive the king of all, who is 
invisibly escorted by the angelic hosts. 
Alleluia. 

Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 
arranged in Latin by Aaron Kiely (b1964) 
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The Archbishop says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O Lord our God, 
who once established these created things 
to sustain us in our frailty, 
grant, we pray, 
that they may become for us now 
the Sacrament of eternal life. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 

 

     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right and just. 
 
 
SANCTUS  the Choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Missa Brevis in B flat 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 

 
COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI XI  all join in singing 


               -   gnus De-i, *   qui tol-lis  pec-ca- ta  mundi :   mi-se-re- re   no-bis. 


    A- gnus De-i, *  qui  tol-lis pec-ca-ta mun-di :   mi-se-re-re no-bis. 


     A- gnus De-i, *  qui tol-lis pec-ca- ta mun-di :         do-na nobis pa-cem.  

Gregorian Chant 
 

Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
 
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 
 

I 

A 
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON  the Choir sings  
Introibo ad altare Dei, ad Deum qui 
laetificat iuventutem meam. 

I will come to the altar of God, 
the God of my joy. 

Gregorian Chant 
 
COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Grant us peace. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
 
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 

 
 

1 O bread of heaven, beneath this veil 
Thou dost my very God conceal; 
My Jesus, dearest treasure, hail; 
I love thee and adoring kneel; 
Each loving soul by thee is fed 
With thine own self in form of bread. 

 
2 O food of life, thou who dost give 

The pledge of immortality; 
I live; no, ’tis not I that live; 
God gives me life, God lives in me: 
He feeds my soul, he guides my ways, 
And every grief with joy repays. 

3 O bond of love, that dost unite 
The servant to his living Lord; 
Could I dare live, and not requite 
Such love – then death were meet reward: 
I cannot live unless to prove 
Some love for such unmeasured love. 

 
4 Beloved Lord in heaven above, 

There, Jesus, thou awaitest me; 
To gaze on thee with changeless love, 
Yes, thus I hope, thus shall it be: 
For how can he deny me heaven 
Who here on earth himself hath given? 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, who have willed that we be partakers 
in the one Bread and the one Chalice, 
grant us, we pray, so to live 
that, made one in Christ, 
we may joyfully bear fruit 
for the salvation of the world. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING RITE 
 
SPECIAL BLESSING FOR THOSE CELEBRATING SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARIES  the 

Archbishop invites all married couples who are celebrating a significant anniversary this 
year to come forward and blesses them as follows   
God our Father, 
we ask you to bless these married couples. 
We thank you for their long and happy marriages 
and for all the good that they have done. 
As you blessed the love of their youth 
and helped them in their joys and struggles, 
continue to bless their life together with gifts of peace and joy. 
Watch over them in the coming years 
and bring them to the feast of eternal life. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
The Archbishop then blesses all the families present 
Loving God 
from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth derives its name. 
Bless those with whom we share our lives 
with the abundance of your love 
that we might grow together 
in compassion love and forgiveness 
and in so doing be a sign of your presence in the world. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
R. Now and for ever.  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
R. Who made heaven and earth.  
 
May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
R. Amen. 

 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Toccata - Georgi Alexandrowitsch Mushel (1909-1989) 
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Those couples who are celebrating a significant wedding anniversary can register online 
for a certificate by scanning the QR code below. 

 
Please collect a prayer card as you leave the Cathedral. 
 
After the 11.00am Mass there will be tea, coffee and a biscuit served in the Gibberd 
Room.  Everyone is very welcome to come and join regular members of the congregation. 
 
Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave.  Please use the handrails provided on 
either side of the steps, and avoid walking down the middle section. 
 
 
 

If you are concerned about the safety of a child or vulnerable adult and feel they are in 
immediate danger, please call the police.  If you wish to report any non-urgent concerns, 

please contact your local social services or our safeguarding team direct at 
 
 
 
 
 

or Mark Robson 0151 522 1013 / 07585761965 Claire Newton 0151 522 1043 / 
07384643237 or safeguarding@rcaol.org.uk 

 

 
 

Support Us 
We are deeply grateful for the support we receive from our congregation and visitors. 
Please consider making a donation in the following ways: 

• Donate £5, £10 or £20 through our ‘tap and go’ machines. 

• Text the word METROCATHEDRAL to 70460 to donate £5, or simply scan the QR codes 
below to make a donation of £5 or £10. 

        
£5        £10    

Thank you for your generosity. 

Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message, and you’ll 
be opting into hearing more from us.  If you would like to donate but don’t wish to hear 
more from us, please text METROCATHEDRALNOINFO instead. 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 

mailto:safeguarding@rcaol.org.uk
http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

