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WELCOME 
  

 
Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
 

THE MASS 
 

At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 11.00am Sunday Mass will be recorded and live-streamed.  The recording will be 
shown live on YouTube, and a copy of the recording will be available on this platform.  
Should you wish not to be filmed, please speak to Cathedral Security or one of the 
Stewards, who will direct you to a seat in the West Gallery.  For more details, please 
email dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  

mailto:dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 
1 Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew. 
Come to make all things new; 
Bear his people’s burden, 
Freely, love and pardon. 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, 
When he comes, 
Who will make him welcome? 

 
2 God in time, God in man, 

This is God’s timeless plan: 
He will come, as a man, 
Born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. 

Ring, bells… 
 
3 Mary, hail!  Though afraid, 

She believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid; 
Till the time expected 
Nurtured and protected. 

Ring, bells… 
 
INTROIT  the Choir sings  

Populus Sion, ecce Dominus veniet 
et ad salvandas gentes: 
et auditam faciet Dominus gloriam  
vocis suae, in laetitia cordis vestri. 

People of Zion, behold, the Lord will 
come to save all nations, 
and your hearts will exult 
to hear his majestic voice.  

Gregorian Chant 
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GREETING  
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
INTRODUCTION  the Celebrant introduces the Mass and the second candle on the Advent 

Wreath is lit. 
 
KYRIE  Mass in G minor - Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
COLLECT 

Almighty and merciful God, 
may no earthly undertaking hinder those 
who set out in haste to meet your Son, 
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 
gain us admittance to his company. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the prophet Isaiah 11:1-10  

On that day: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.  They shall not hurt or destroy in all 
my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. 
 
In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples - of him shall the 
nations enquire, and his resting-place shall be glorious. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 71  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 
 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement.  R. 
 
In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.  R. 
 
For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor.  R. 
 
May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name.  R. 

 
SECOND READING  from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 15:4-9 

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.  May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, 
in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy.  As it is written, ‘Therefore I will praise you among the 
Gentiles, and sing to your name.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  the Choir sings the Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. 
Lætatus sum in his quae dicta sunt 
mihi: in domum Domini ibimus. 
Alleluia. 

Alleluia. 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
let us go to God’s house. 
Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL  
The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12 
R. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.”’ 
 
Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt round his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 
Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptised by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father”, for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children for Abraham.  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.  Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
‘I baptise you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
HOMILY    
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH   all join in saying 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL   
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral or please use the 
QR codes at the back of the booklet, meanwhile the Choir sings  
A tender shoot hath started up from a root of grace, as ancient seers imparted from 
Jesse’s holy race.  It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter, turning our 
darkness into light. 
 
This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse’s root should spring.  The Virgin Mary brought us 
the branch of which we sing.  Our God of endless might, gave her this child to save us, 
thus turning darkness into light. 

Kerensa Briggs (b1991) 
 

The Celebrant says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings, 
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause, 
come, we pray, to our rescue 
with the protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

 

     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right and just. 
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SANCTUS  the Choir sings 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass in G minor 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 
 

 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI XVIII  all join in singing 


      -gnus De-i,  *  qui tol-lis  peccata  mundi :   mise-re-re  no-bis. 

 

   Agnus De-i,  *  qui tol-lis  peccata  mundi :   mise-re-re  no-bis. 


   Agnus De-i,  *   qui tol-lis  peccata  mundi :  dona nobis pacem. 

Gregorian Chant 

I 

A 
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Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
  
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  the Choir sings  
Ierusalem surge, et sta in excelso: 
et vide iucunditatem, 
quae veniet tibi a Deo tuo. 

Rise up, Jerusalem, stand on the heights, 
and see the joy that is coming to you 
from God. 

Gregorian Chant 
 

COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Grant us peace. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Come then and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings. 

 
2 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 

And furnished for so great a guest! 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without thy grace our souls must fade, 
And wither like a flower decayed. 

 
4 Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 

And make us rise, to fall no more; 
Once more upon thy people shine, 
And fill the world with love divine. 
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5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore, 
And Spirit blest, for evermore.   

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, 
we humbly beseech you, O Lord, 
that, through our partaking in this mystery, 
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth 
and hold firm to the things of heaven. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
May almighty God bless you:  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Wachet auf (BWV 645) - Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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Saturday 13 December at 7.00pm 
A Celebration of Christmas returns this year with a night of musical cheer, guaranteed to 
get you into the festive spirit. 
 
Join the Metropolitan Cathedral Choir and some very special guests for what promises to 
be a magical event for all the family. 
 
Sing along to classic carols, enjoy traditional readings and celebrate Christmas in the 
glorious surroundings of the Metropolitan Cathedral. 
 
Tickets: £10 each/£18 family, available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/metcathedral 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ticketsource.uk/metcathedral
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Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave.  Please use the handrails provided on 
either side of the steps, and avoid walking down the middle section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support Us 
We are deeply grateful for the support we receive from our congregation and visitors. 
Please consider making a donation in the following ways: 

• Donate £5, £10 or £20 through our ‘tap and go’ machines. 

• Text the word METROCATHEDRAL to 70460 to donate £5, or simply scan the QR codes 
below to make a donation of £5 or £10. 

        
£5        £10    

 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message, and you’ll 
be opting into hearing more from us.  If you would like to donate but don’t wish to hear 
more from us, please text METROCATHEDRALNOINFO instead. 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 
 

http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

