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WELCOME 
  

Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
THE MASS 

 
At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples.  

 
 

We extend a warm welcome to the Schola Nova of St Aloysius’ 
College, Glasgow, who lead the music at today’s Mass. 

 
 

The Celebrant for today’s Mass is Fr Derek Lloyd. 
 

 
The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 11.00am Sunday Mass will be recorded and live-streamed.  The recording will be 
shown live on YouTube, and a copy of the recording will be available on this platform.  
Should you wish not to be filmed, please speak to Cathedral Security or one of the 
Stewards, who will direct you to a seat in the West Gallery.  For more details, please 
email dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  

mailto:dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 

 
2 Come, almighty to deliver, 

Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 

 
3 Finish then thy new creation, 

Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
GREETING  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
R. And with your spirit.  
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PENITENTIAL RITE  all join in saying  
I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned  
in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 
GLORIA  Mass of St Aloysius Gonzaga – Keith Roberts 
 
COLLECT 

Almighty and merciful God, 
by whose gift your faithful offer you 
right and praiseworthy service, 
grant, we pray, 
that we may hasten without stumbling 
to receive the things you have promised. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the book of Deuteronomy 6:2-6 

Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord your God all the days of your life and if you 
keep all his laws and commandments which I lay on you, you will have a long life, you 
and your son and your grandson.  Listen then, Israel, keep and observe what will make 
you prosper and give you great increase, as the Lord the God of your fathers has 
promised you, giving you a land where milk and honey flow. 
 
‘Listen, Israel: the Lord our God is the one Lord.  You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength.  Let these words I urge on you today 
be written on your heart.’ 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 17  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 
I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise, 
when I call I am saved from my foes.  R. 
 
Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be the God who saves me, 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown his love for his anointed.  R. 
 

SECOND READING  from the letter to the Hebrews 7:23-28 
There used to be a great number of priests under the former covenant, because death 
put an end to each one of them; but this one, because he remains for ever, can never 
lose his priesthood.  It follows, then, that his power to save is utterly certain, since he is 
living for ever to intercede for all who come to God through him. 
 
To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be holy, innocent and uncontaminated, 
beyond the influence of sinners, and raised up above the heavens; one who would not 
need to offer sacrifices every day, as the other high priests do for their own sins and then 
for those of the people, because he has done this once and for all by offering himself.  
The Law appoints high priests who are men subject to weakness; but the promise on 
oath, which came after the Law, appointed the Son who is made perfect for ever. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing the Gospel Acclamation after the Choir and again 

after the verse 

  

                  l- le- lu- ia,      al- le-lu- ia,       al- le- lu- ia. 
 

Your words are spirit, Lord, 
and they are life: 
you have the message of eternal life. 

 

VI 

A 
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GOSPEL  
The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 12:28-34 
R. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all 
the commandments?’  Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is 
the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: You must love your 
neighbour as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.’  The scribe said to 
him, ‘Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and there is no 
other.  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and to 
love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or 
sacrifice.’  Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.’  And after that no one dared to question him any more. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
After the Gospel, all sing the Gospel Acclamation. 
 

HOMILY  

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  all join in saying 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
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I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral or please use the 

QR codes at the back of the booklet, meanwhile the Choir sings 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near, 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return, 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till Thou inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

Malcolm Archer (b1952) 

 
The Celebrant says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

May these sacrificial offerings, O Lord, 
become for you a pure oblation, 
and for us a holy outpouring of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
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     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right and just. 
 
 
SANCTUS  the Choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass of St Aloysius Gonzaga 
Keith Roberts 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 

 
COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI  the Choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Grant us peace. 

Mass of St Aloysius Gonzaga 
Keith Roberts 
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Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
 
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 

 
COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is!  
Happy are those who put their trust in Him. 
So, give Him thanks and praise His name forever: 
All that we need comes from His hand. 
 
As manna fell in the dryness of the desert, 
As water flowed from deep within the stone, 
So, God provides for every empty vessel 
True nourishment from heaven’s store. 
 
The bread of heaven is in mercy broken; 
The cup is blessed and passed at Christ’s command; 
The feast of heaven is shared by earthly people: 
All are made one and called God’s own. 
 
Stretch out your hands, touch and taste the goodness; 
Let bread and wine Christ’s peace and power relate; 
And let the Spirit stir both hope and healing: 
Such are the gifts we celebrate. 

John Bell (b1949) 
 

HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 

 
 

1 The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever. 

 
2 Where streams of living water flow 

My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 
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3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 

 
5 Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 

Thy unction, grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house for ever. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May the working of your power, O Lord, 
increase in us, we pray, 
so that, renewed by these heavenly Sacraments, 
we may be prepared by your gift 
for receiving what they promise. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
May almighty God bless you:  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Hymne A Solis Ortus - Nicholas de Grigny (1672-1703) 
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The Schola Nova is one of four choirs which are part of the Schola programme at St 
Aloysius’ College, Glasgow.  They sing Liturgy for school Masses in church and beyond 
and have sung Sunday Worship for BBC Radio 4.  In February, the Schola Cantorum sing 
Holy Mass in St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. 

 
 
 
 
Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave.  Please use the handrails provided on 
either side of the steps, and avoid walking down the middle section. 

 
 
MUSIC AT THE MET 2024 

For full details of upcoming concerts, organ recitals and special musical events, please 
visit https://liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/music/ or scan the QR code. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Support Us 
We are deeply grateful for the support we receive from our congregation and visitors. 
Please consider making a donation in the following ways: 

• Donate £5, £10 or £20 through our ‘tap and go’ machines. 

• Text the word METROCATHEDRAL to 70460 to donate £5, or simply scan the QR codes 
below to make a donation of £5 or £10. 

        
£5        £10    

 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message, and you’ll 
be opting into hearing more from us.  If you would like to donate but don’t wish to hear 
more from us, please text METROCATHEDRALNOINFO instead. 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 
 

https://liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/music/
http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

