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WELCOME 
  

Welcome to the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, the mother Church 
of the Roman Catholic Community, and seat of the Archbishop of Liverpool.  We hope 
you will fully participate in this celebration of the Mass, and that – along with so many 
others – you will experience the presence of God in this holy place.  

 
THE MASS 

 
At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, or the 
Mass, to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come 
again. 
 
The Mass is an act of thanksgiving to God for his saving work; it is a sacred meal which 
nourishes us spiritually and anticipates the heavenly banquet, and it is a holy sacrifice, 
making present the one true sacrifice of Christ our Saviour. 
 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is truly present at the Mass; in the assembly 
gathered as the Body of Christ, through his Word made present in scripture, but 
supremely under the appearance of bread and wine.  In the Eucharist the body and 
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ is wholly and entirely present. 
 
Strengthened by this sacred food, we go forth to build up the Body of Christ in this world, 
and to bring his healing and salvation to all peoples.  

 
 
 
 

The Celebrant for today’s Mass is Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP. 
 

 

 
 

The Solemn Mass each Sunday is offered for all Benefactors of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The 11.00am Sunday Mass will be recorded and live-streamed.  The recording will be 
shown live on Facebook and YouTube, and a copy of the recording will be available on 
these platforms.  Should you wish not to be filmed, please speak to Cathedral Security or 
one of the Stewards, who will direct you to a seat in the West Gallery.  For more details, 
please email dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT MOBILE TELEPHONES ARE SWITCHED OFF 
 

The use of private cameras, video or sound equipment 
 is strictly prohibited in the Cathedral  

mailto:dataprotection@rcaol.org.uk


 3 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  all stand and join in singing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If our God our Father be. 

 
2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 

All our weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Self denying, death defying, 
Thou to Calvary didst go. 

 
3 Spirit of our God, descending, 

Fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
Nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
INTROIT  the Choir sings  

Omnes gentes plaudite manibus, 
jubilate Deo in exsultationis. 

All nations, clap your hands. 
Shout with a voice of joy to God. 

Psalm 46:2 
Gregorian Chant 

 
GREETING  

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
R. And with your spirit.  
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PENITENTIAL RITE  all join in saying  
I confess to almighty God  
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned  
in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault,  
through my most grievous fault;  
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 
GLORIA  Mass in G - Franz Schubert (1797-1828) 
 
COLLECT 

O God, who through the grace of adoption 
chose us to be children of light, 
grant, we pray, 
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness of error 
but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  from the first book of the Kings 19:16,19-21 

The Lord said to Elijah: ‘Go, you are to anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as 
prophet to succeed you.’ 
 
Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as he was ploughing behind twelve 
yoke of oxen, he himself being with the twelfth.  Elijah passed near to him and threw his 
cloak over him.  Elisha left his oxen and ran after Elijah.  ‘Let me kiss my father and 
mother, then I will follow you’ he said.  Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; for have I done 
anything to you?’  Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered them.  He 
used the plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to his men, who ate.  He then rose, and 
followed Elijah and became his servant. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 15  all sing the response R. after the Cantor and after each verse of the psalm 

 
 
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’ 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize.  R. 
 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.  R. 
 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay.  R. 
 
You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever.  R. 

 
SECOND READING  from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 5:1,13-18 

When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to the yoke of slavery. 
 
My brothers, you were called, as you know, to liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will 
provide an opening for self-indulgence.  Serve one another, rather, in works of love, since 
the whole of the Law is summarised in a single command: Love your neighbour as 
yourself.  If you go snapping at each other and tearing each other to pieces, you had 
better watch or you will destroy the whole community. 
 
Let me put it like this: if you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to 
self-indulgence, since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally 
against such a thing, and it is precisely because the two are so opposed that you do not 
always carry out your good intentions.  If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing the Gospel Acclamation after the Choir and again 

after the verse 

 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
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GOSPEL 
The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 9:51-62 
R. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road 
for Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead of him.  These set out, and they went into a 
Samaritan village to make preparations for him, but the people would not receive him 
because he was making for Jerusalem.  Seeing this, the disciples James and John said, 
‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to burn them up?’  But he turned and 
rebuked them, and they went off to another village. 
 
As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said to him, ‘I will follow you 
wherever you go.’  Jesus answered, ‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 
 
Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father first.’  But 
he answered, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news 
of the kingdom of God.’ 
 
Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at 
home.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
After the Gospel, all sing the Gospel Acclamation. 

 
HOMILY  

 
CREDO I   all join in singing the verses in bold type 

  
                 redo in unum De-um,      Patrem omni-po-ten-tem,   factorem caeli et ter-rae,    vi-si-bi-li-um 
 

 
   omni-um,    et in-vi-si-bi-li-um.       Et  in  unum  Domi-num     Jesum Christum,        Fi- li- um  De-i 
   

 
     u-ni-ge-ni-tum.    Et ex Patre natum   ante omnia saecula.     Deum de Deo,    lumen  de lumi- 

 

 
    ne,      Deum verum de Deo vero.      Genitum, non factum, consubstan-ti-a-lem Patri,      per  
 
 

IV. 

C 
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    quem omnia facta sunt.   Qui propter nos  homines,    et  propter nostram  salutem    descendit  de 
 

 
      caelis.      Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto    ex Maria Vir-gi-ne:     Et homo factus est. 
 

 
    Cru-ci-fi-xus et-i-am pro nobis:    sub Pontio  Pi-la-to      passus, et sepultus est.       Et re-sur-rexit 
 

 
    ter-ti-a di-e,    secundum Scripturas.     Et ascendit in caelum:    sedet ad dexteram Patris. 
 

 
    Et i-terum venturus est cum glori-a,      iudicare vivos et mortuos : cuius regni non e-rit fi-nis. 
 

 
   Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum,    et vi-vi-fi-cantem:   qui ex Patre Fi-li-oque procedit.     Qui cum  
 

 
   Patre et Fi-li-o   simul adoratur,   et conglori-fi-catur: qui locutus est per Prophetas.    Et  unam   
 

 
     sanctam catho-li-cam    et  apo-sto-li-cam Eccle-si-am.      Confi-teor unum baptisma  in 
 

 
    re-mis-sionem peccatorum.   Et exspecto resurrecti-onem mortu-orum.     Et vitam venturi 
 

 
     sae-cu-li.     A-        men. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL   
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY MOTET  a collection is taken for the upkeep of the Cathedral, meanwhile the 

Choir sings ‘Jubilate Deo’ 
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his 
presence with a song.  Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  O go your way into 
his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 
speak good of his Name.  For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: and his truth 
endureth from generation to generation.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to 
the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  
Amen. 

Sir William Walton (1902-1983) 
 

The Celebrant says 
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),  
that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God,  
the almighty Father.  
 
All stand and say  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O God, who graciously accomplish 
the effects of your mysteries, 
grant, we pray, 
that the deeds by which we serve you 
may be worthy of these sacred gifts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

     The Lord be with you.        And with your spirit.          

 
     Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord.     

 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right and just. 
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SANCTUS  the Choir sings 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, 
Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mass in G 
Franz Schubert 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  all join in singing 

 

     The mystery of faith.         

 
     We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.       
 
 
GREAT AMEN  all join in singing 

 

    A-men.   A-men.   A-  men. 

 
COMMUNION RITE 
 

THE SIGN OF PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
R. And with your spirit.  

 
AGNUS DEI XI  all join in singing 
 


               -   gnus De-i, *   qui tol-lis  pec-ca- ta  mundi :   mi-se-re- re   no-bis. 


    A- gnus De-i, *  qui  tol-lis pec-ca-ta mun-di :   mi-se-re-re no-bis. 


     A- gnus De-i, *  qui tol-lis pec-ca- ta mun-di :         do-na nobis pa-cem.  

Gregorian Chant 
 

I 

A 
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Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 
All join in saying 
R. Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
 
Those who are not Roman Catholic, or do not wish to receive communion, are welcome 
to come forward in spiritual communion.  Crossing your arms across your chest will 
indicate to the priest or eucharistic minister that you would welcome his or her words of 
spiritual communion. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  the Choir sings  
Inclina aurem tuam, accelera, 
ut eruas nos. 

Hear me and speedily 
Rescue me. 

Psalm 30:36 
Gregorian Chant 

 
COMMUNION MOTET  the Choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona nobis pacem.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world.  Grant us peace. 

Franz Schubert 
 
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION  all stand and join in singing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 

 
2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

As of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood: 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 
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3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At his feet the six-winged seraph; 

Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, 
Alleluya, Lord most high! 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May this divine sacrifice we have offered and received 
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray, 
so that, bound to you in lasting charity, 
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 
BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

The Lord be with you.  
R. And with your spirit.  
 
May almighty God bless you:  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen.  
 
Go forth, the Mass is ended.  
R. Thanks be to God.  

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY   
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Please be careful, and take your time, as you leave the Cathedral.  Please use the 
handrails if you are using the main entrance steps. 
 
Please use one of our Tap and Go machines to make a donation of £5, £10 or £20 to the 
Cathedral.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk 

http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/

